THE. / /o<7 yt) 
Aoderate E nquirer 


RESOLVED: 


| In a -plain deſcription of ſeve- 


' ral Objc@Rions which are ſummed up to- 
' gethey, and treated upon by way of Conference, 
concerning the contemned People commonly cal- 
ld 2#UAKEKS, who are the Royal 
Seed of God, and whole innocency is here cleared 
, In Anſwers to the many Objections: that are 
| frequently produced by their Oppoiers, 


5 , WH may. be profitable for all to 


read that have any thing againſt them, 

and uſeful for all ſuch as deſire to know the certain 
ty of theſe things which are moſt commonly repor- 
ted of them, 


1 mY 


| Wrktenia the behalf of the Brethren,in vin- 
| dication of the Truth : 


A By W. C7 


———— 


| The way of the wicked is as darkneſs » they know 10t at 
what they (tumble, Prov. 4419. 

The fimple belicvcth every word, "bug, the prudent _ | 4 
looketh wel t0 bis gotng, Prov: 14:15, SM 
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 PRYOr as much as many of theſe People, 
 (/ have taken in hand to ſet forth large 
 eeclarations of thoſe things which are 
wt ſurely bilieved among them ( even as 
BM they have received them from the Lord.) Tt 
\' [cemed good to mt alſo ( having had perfedt 
if knawleag of the things herein contained) to pub- 
liſh them to the view of many People according= 
ly as they were laid befort me in the light of 
rich that all ſuch as are inquiſitive to undtr- 
ſtand the certainty of thoſe things which are 
uſually reported of theſe People , might be 
farther informed, ſatisfied,and reſolved. 
Moreover Reader, if certain ftrange things 
bave been brought to thy ears concerning theſe 
people, and that thou art deſirous to know the 
truth of them, as the Athenians were to know 
EY »hat Pauls yew Doftrine meaned, they this. 
 B/ral Book is wery ſuitable for thee : and if 
' Whos lock it over with patience,moderation, and 
Wbricty , | foal arcornt thee more nghþle iti 


vs ed neteenoet, » to 
p A x - i that 
- — — _ — . 


that particalar, that they that ſhouldrejett it, 
and account it not worthy of reading, as they 
bave done athers of the writings of theſePeople, 
who have writtenmoſt excellent things accora- 
ing to the wiſdom given unto them., in which 
writings there ate many things hard to be un- 
Aderſtood, which evil men termes errer aud blaſ- 
phemy , but be thou wiſe unto that which is 


good, and [imple concerning evil. 
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aeatacls Hoſe 


THE 


*«AAoderate Enquirer 
RESOLVED: 


Enquirer. 


Hear great rumors and._re- 
4 ports of a People called 
2 uakers, which ſhould be 
| riſen up in theſe liſt dayes - 
2 I canſt thos 1ell me what a 
BS NC: People they are? whenthey 
_ by whows they were ras/ed ? and to what 
ena ? | 
Reſolver. I do belceve thee, that great Ru» 
mors and Reports thou heareſt of them, but 
know this, taat the geacrallicy of the Re- 
ports which are Reported of them are mixed 
with untruchs; Therefore have patience x 
liccle, and by the Lords 5{fiſtance I ſhall en- 
deavour rightly to'inform thee, and (o far as 
] am allowed of God, ſhall alſo ſeek faily to 
reſolve thee concerning them, but thy firſt 
demand canaot ina few words be anſwered, 
ms = ll 


i \ J \ : 
v] - 4 
v.12 v/ 
4 :\ =Y \ 
*H\np ft: 
= 


: rl x 
MEL; 


5 


3 


end 


#23 


re ; 
bot, afterwards. it may mote fully; yetin a 
word or twolſay, They arc a People that 
Fears God above all the Families of the 
Earch, and that do worſhip him in his own 
way,”5z. inSpiritand intruth 5 they do al- 
ſo love God above all, and their Neighbour 
as chemſelves, cc. 

They were raiſed up ( from death to life ) 
about eight or nine years ago,and fince the 
year ( 52 ) they have much multiplyed and 
increaſed, for the bleſſings of the Lord hath 
.been (and to this day doth reſt )upon them; 
andby him(who cauſeth them to multiply ) 
Were they raiſed up, for this very end and 
Purpoſe to praiſe and magnifie his Name inf 
the earth'( who is God over all bleſſed for 

ever) and to publiſh his living Truth abroad, 
that his Salvation might be known unto the 
ends of the earth, and therefore hath he 
manifeſted: his eternal power in them, by 
Which the world ſhall be overturned 

Enq. T hon ſpeakeft range thinzs of them , 
which if 1 knew that thou ſpake the truth, 1 
world become one of them, for uuto ſuch a Peo- 
ple I defire to be nniied, 

+ Reſ. Thou now ſeemeſt co wonder, bur i 
a third part of the dealings of the Lord wit 
them were declared in thy hearing, then tho! 


wouldeft (and aſtoniſhed to hear what th 
L ord 


na Þ Lord bath done for themg but peradventure 

hat £ thou art one of them that cannot believe ie, 
the © though men ſhould declare it unto rhee;And 
wn © whereasthou Taift, if chou knew that I ſpoke 


al. © theTruth, thou wouldſt become one of them, 
our f for unto ſuch a People thou deſireſt to be u- 

nited, &s.Bur confiderit is not .ncafie matcer 
fe ) W eo become oneof them in truth, & to be u- 
the I} nited to themrin the Spirit; yet itis an caſte 
and I matter to come among them, 8& to conform 
13ch © unce them ; bur before thou become one of 
em Mchem, and united co them, thou muſt be cura- 
ly ) Ned from darkneſs to light, from the power 


and £ of Sathinunto God, and then thou wilt be- 
ne in} come as they are, and where they are, thoa 
: for wilt be alſo, and then thou wile come to re- 
oad,fſceive the deſire of thy Soul as they have 
o the done. 
h beſl Enq. Thex thy [elf gives a good report of 
\ byJthem,but Thear otherwiſe abroad in the world, 
Where oxe ſpeaks well of them, there is a hnn= 
lems fared that cryes out against thum,and their Er- 
th, Mr9r5.G Blaſphemies,and damnable Doltrines. 
; Peo-fl Rſs, My teſtimony is true which I give of 
them, for I am one that hath perfe& under- 
anding of the dealings of the Lord with 
them, ard am very frequent among them,and 
ar be it from'me to extend beyand the truth 
n apy particular, or co fall from my er Ri- 
A 4 mony 


but 1 

wit 
1 tho! 
t ith 
L ord 
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(8) 
ihony which! could ſeal with my Blood ( if 


_ thouthy ſclt art nor ignorant of this, 


thereunto called,) And what if choa hear thon- 
ſands inthe World controuling of them,ex- 
claiming out againſt them, eſteeming chem 
not fit ro live upon the earth : this may the 
moreconfirm thee that they are of God ; for 
If they were of the World, the world would 
love them, and if they ſpeak of the world,the 
world would hear them ; but becauſe the 
Lord hath choſen them out of the Wortd, 
therefore dothir hate them, and cry out a- 
gainſt their DoErines and Opinions, & dotff 
ſuppoſe them to be erronious, blaſphemous, 
and damnable ; bar their cenſuring and ſup- 
poſing of them to be ſo, doth not make themy 
ſo ; for the Jews ſuppoſed Chriſt to be a 
Blaſphemer » but he was not: The ſame 
Generation ſuppoſed che Apoſt'es ro: be 
movers af ſedition,and peſtilent fellows, but 
they were not; and at that time they were by 
more contemned, than owned, as man 

examples might be produced ; but 1 believe 


Enq. No,»o,but I only tell thee what I hea 
of this People, I my ſelf ao not ſay that the 
are ſuch,bat I —_ gladly be informed of t:1 
trath of the things reported of them, for it 15, 
good ſign to me that all men ſpeak. evil of them 
it 15 ſo much the mere apparent that they are 0 


Goi 
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9 
God, for his People was al wayes hated of the 
world. 

Reſ. This is but words ſpringing forth of 
their perſecutors, and back-bjters willfay 
the ſame to their facz, whenthey are pre- 
ſent ro anſwer for themſelves , and for che 
Truth ; but tell me,cou!delſt chou wich A£0- 
ſes rather ſuffer afMi&tion with ſuch a peo- 
ple,(cro wit ) imprifonment, ſpoilirg of thy 
Goods, lois of thy good Name and Repu- 
cation, and be bitten with che Prieſts mouths, 
to be deprived of thy Liberty,and Eſtate, ad 
co be ſeparated from thy Wife and Children, 
Kindireds and Relations ; wouldeſt thou 


T ſuffer this tor the Truths ſake, as theſe 


people are ready ro do, when they are 
thereunto called > would not this crols 
fall thee heavy , this way prove to thee 
ſtrait, and this gate narrow > wouldeſt thon 
not rather chuſe to enjoy the pleaſures of 
fin, the delights and vanities of che World, 
the pleaſure and renown thereof, and while 
thar chvu liveſt in the ſame, thou maiſt 
enquire after the certainty of the Re- 
ports which are reported of thoſe: that are 
redeemed from choſe things in which thon 
liveft, and confeſs the cruch ofthac which 
they poſſeſs, and thou thy (elf be our of ir. , 

Erq. That is erue,. but 7 hoe we need mot \ | 


Fe 
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(10 
be ſo ſevere and Ph A wilful, as to leave 
our Wives,and Children & Callings ; for deft 
thiw not know that he that doth not provide 
for his Family 1s wore than an Tufadel ? 
Re/.Thoucanſt not be too ſtrict and ſevere 
in Sgoodne's,; but thou maiſt be too wilful, 
peeriſh,and perverſe in wickedneſs,and too 
faichleſs in truiting God , to provide for | 
thoſe thit he hath given thee, and in chart 
particular thou oaift be as a:1 infidel thy (elf, 
or a5 one of th; Gen 11es, which ſeekech af- 
terchiogs pertaining to this life, ſaying,whar 
ſhall we et? or what ſhall we drink? or 
wherewithall (hall we be cloathed > bur by 
tisking of thought they cannot add one Cu- (| 
bit unto their ſtature ; now if thou come to 
thelight wherewith Jeſus Chriſt hath enligh- 
ened thee, it will bring thee totheFaith of 
Gods Ele&,by which the juſt doth live, and 
then thou wilt come to provide things ho- 
neſt in the ſight of all men, and co be dili- 
gent in the Creation, ſervingtheLordin thy 
place and Calling wherein thou art ro abide, 
and not voluntarily to leave thy Wife and 
Children without providing for thy Family 
that which is hone{t,and decent, and fitting, 
otherwiſe thou wiit bÞ: conderaned by the 
- Jight in thy Conſcience, which is a ſwike 
witneſs againſt all wilivl peviſanz(s, and 
| PET 
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(1) 
perverſeneſs both in Jew and Gentife. 
Enq. well, theſe things doth pertain to ones 
own particular, ( which indeed are good ig 
themſelves ) but 1 would be further informed 
concerning theſe People ( calted 2 uakers ) in 
general ; I would bave thee tell me how they 
came to have that Name, and who gave it 


W hem ? 


Re/ſ. To ſpeak of things which concerns 
ones own particular, is commonly the moſt 
benefical ; butitis the property of fools to 
be buſie in other mens matters : butlet us 
come to thy queſtion, how they came to have 
that Nzme,the which ] intend to declare un- 


4 to thee ifthe Lord will. 


After that the Loxd had viſited tiem in 
everlaſting love, and conyinced them of his 
erernal truth, then did he manifeſt his eter- 
nal power in them, which made the ſtrong 
man to bow bimſelf, and the keepers of the 
houſe to tremble ; by che operation of which 
power the bodics of ſome of theſe people 
came to be ſhaken, like as Davias was; and 
this being apparent unto many SpeQators, 
who deſpiſed and wondred at the workings 
of the power of the Lord : theſe deſpiſers 
and wonderers, Who were alſo {corners, did 
from hence give theſe people this Name, fo 


that thou may take notice that it was the Ge- 


neration 


(12) 
neration of Scorners that gave them ic, 

Erq Now I wnderſtandit, but thon _ 
D avid as though he had been a Daaker , * 
true fear fulneſs ard trembling came upon im: 
but was there any other of the hily men of Ged 
that q 1aked ? if ſo, why then do the people think 
it ſo ſtran, enow ? - 

Ref. The work of the Lord was ever 
ſtrange to the world ; for when David qua» 
ked, trembled, and roared , all chey char ſaw 
him,!auchr him to ſcorn, ſothat he was a re- 
proach of men, and defpiſed of the people, 
and his words do the coffers and ſcorners 
of this Generation read and ſing, and re- 


proxcheth and deſpiſeth them that tremble | 


and quake at the word of che Lord as he did, 
| There were other of the holy men of God 
that were Duakers,as for example, Hoſes he 
was one thar did fear and quake. And the 
Prophee Habbakkak his lips quivered, his 
belly ſhook, and roctennefs encred into his 
bones ; and that was ſtrange to the men of 
his Generation ; : like as Davids/ quakings 
-and roarings was {trance and wonderfyl in 
his dayes ; and ſeveral more examples might 
beinſanced, by which cheignorance of this 
\Generatior might more fully be underſtood 
"and manifeſted :'ſome of which hath nor 
been afcaid to callthe power of God (which 


I3 
ints Whath made theſe people to quake and trem- 
«©; Wie ) witchcraft,and co ſay that it was of the 
im; {devil; buc they were ſuchas ſpoke evil of dig- 
Ged (ities, and did err not knowing the Scrip- 
nk (ure, ( which ſpeaketh of Quakers ) nor the 
power of God which cauleth the fleſhly 
ever {Jaan to quake, and the keepers of the houſe. 
14a» {Ko tremble, the which theſe people do wit- 
ſaw Mc(s. 
z re- Enq. But as touching their wor ſhip,or the 
ple, ſpranncr of it; what ic it ? read they ? ſing they? 
ners Wor pray they in therr meetings ? or deny they 
| re- {Srnging,andPraying,as is repurted of them ? 
nble | £e/. Their manner,of Worſhip do:h dif- 
did, ſer very much from the World, and they that 
God fſpre of the World can take neither pleaſure 
-5 he Mor delight in it; for-when they come to- 
| the {pether,they wait upan the Lord.in his lighe, 
| his ſ$© may be ſometimes two or three hours in 
5 his Wilence, and ſomerime-it bapneth that in leſs 
n of Wpace than one hour ſome of them may be 
ings ſWaoved to ſpeak more, or leſs to the edifying 
vl in ſÞf the reſt in che moſt holy Faich, bur their 
night {worſhip confiſteth not. in words, but in 
rhis Pparit,and in truth, and in the light of Truth 
t ood hey read their own conditions, which light 
nor oth -open- ento them the myſteries of the 
rhickſingdome, And for Singing and Praying, 
hart {hey do them both wigh the Spirit, and with 
d | I EE -.-  £o—_ 


Fe 14 
Underſtanding ; bur -* WF ſinging and 
praying of the World which is not in. the 
Spirir,nor with underſtanding,this theydo de- 
ry,forethey ſee that Godis not honoured by 
it, and as which diſhonoureth God they diſ- 
own, but that which honoureth and exalteth 
him alone, to that their Souls are united-and 
Cearly they do own. Ee 

Enq. But this doth ſeem very ſtrange untomt, 
that they ſhonld ſit ſotme hours together in fulence, 
had they not better read,pray,& ſing that they 
might thereby get the motion of the Spirit, by 
exerciſing of themſelvos iy ſacred devotions * 

Re/. Ic {eemeth net ſtrange unto theea* 
lone, but unto thonfands more, who cannor 
apprehend that which they are made parta- 
kers of in ſilentmeetings, in the which they 
witneſsthe workings of the power of God, iſ 
which raifeth che life that is immortal in' 
them, upon Which they feed, and by-which 
they come to be nouriſhed up unto'/er&tnal' 
life, ſo that the motions of the pure'Spirie' 
of life they feel daily, which is not'obtainied 
by bodily exerciſe ( which profiterh' little ) 
neither by ſelf performances; which avail- 
_ eth nor, bur by waiting in thelight ot life, 
there are the motions of the Spirit ofthe} 
Lord known,and there is the ſacred devotion 
Which is acceptable unibthe Lofd, ad that 
a 


| C18} OT 
devotion which is out of the light, is not 
facred,but imperfe@ and ugholy. 

 Enq. Thou [peakeſt {o promiſcuonſly when 
d by I thou {peakeſt of the light of life, that I do 
 diſ- -10t compreberd thee, wilt thom therefore tell 
lterh (+ 5f 5+. be the ſame light of which. theſe' people 
and R/pcak /o much? aud ſhew me what tha: light 
zs ? and where that I may find a weaſutt of it, 

ome. or 1 wauld willingly comprehend it ? ML 
ence, Aff. If my words be obſcure and pre- 
 (niſcuous to thee when || ſpeak of the light of 
. by Pike, it is decauſe thy underſtanding is dark, 
1s 2 formy words are words of plainneſs and of 
cea- fſerorh 5 yer nevertheleſs I ſhall endeavour'ts 
anoc {peak co thy capacity, & underſtanding, that 
arta-& be not as a Barbarian co thee; , that ſo 
they (Four. reaſoning rogether might, hor be in 
0d; (vain, reither would T willingly multiply 
1 57:Þ8y ords to no purpoſe which doth not tend 
hich $2 edification ; for there is enough of that 
ng] ÞÞroad inthe world ; wherefore let us come 
Fo the thingir ſelf, v;z.to the light of which I 
ine (pexk, which is the ſelf-ſame of which theſe 
{People ſpeak,and that of which they ſpeak,is 
Fe ſame that 7obs the Baptiſt bore witneſs 
"pf, and the fame of which che Prophets ( by 
frhe($/ om Go d ſpake unto our Fathers ) pro- 
Feed and foreold,andbe why is rhe lighe 
nk 0 


- nd 


this incomprehenſible* Light, and themorg 


SR © | 
of the world, acknowledged it when he was 
come into the World, whoſe name was n= 
manuel, which by interpretation is God 
with us, and they that defire to ſee the pre- 
ſence of the Lord to: be with them, they 
ruſt come co the lighe, which-cometh from 


_ him whoſe Name 1s called Immanuel, and 


they that believe and walk in his Light ſhall 
come to have the light of Life, a meaſure of 
w< thou haſt inthyConſcience, which ſhews 
thee thy ſin, and Tranſgreſſion, which fepxr 
rates from God, and if thou turn thy mjnd'to 
it,cthou wilc find it a ſwife witneſs agajnſt thy 
Luſts,and.earthly defires,and vile affe&jons,| 
and againſt all manner of evil whatſoever. 
Bur this T would haye thee co. know, that 
it is in vain for thee.to go about.to com- 
prehend it, for it ſhineth jn darkneſs, arg re- 
proveth the works of, Meſs bar the'dark- 
neſs doth not comprehend it. . " LH 

Enq. Ts there not great conteytron,aps my 
diſpute betwixt theſe prople, and 'buſiceminae! 
men abont the light, whych (4 / »ppoſe F PA 
ons and weariſon to this people 3s 1t not ©, __ 
. Ree, Yea, for they meer with many, 0 
theſe 'buſie-mir ded men that ſe k tq infrud 
cen 


- 


, 
; 


into the knowledge of high things, 
. their ſenſual wiſdom ſeek to com! 


they 


C22). 
they ſtrive, themore they pile themfelyes 
and alrbough yh] ved and confoinffe 
n themſelyes, yet they will '06t ceilfe from 
ptc- Wropoutditlg lows Queſtions bout the 


hey hit; many of 'which hive been fuſly #n- 
rom B{wercd,according to thefoll oftheſt ati ly 
and Brid vain ralkers, left thit eſt [U be 
ſhall iſ n' their owt coniceit;, Brr the truth 'is, 


os 
$0 


; veople will many e imes void tlie. 
1EWS 6d Genel pt reond 


t thy Ele. Wh are des ot ph Th 
»Reing?for [gr the truth be 6n thtis fide they 
Foro 4i/] wting Per come their O vi? 
ppoſe th line, 


thafſatear the EK 

com-W, of: ad wiweh' rho bÞ they #ot Y 
29 re-= va There” 5 aing Pe " 
darkK{Wofld; whickt is altogether ovpt __ 
2-0 Mat it ie mer TY, they areno 

7 i figed to it, 1 d-Tari 
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(18) 
ple have no pleaſure, nor contentment, for 


es of 


wa #3 


*, Ly * 


Sl. - Rel: Na,they dv not ny them, but doth 


LION, .1OT. IA 2n inRighecouſneſs, .. 
&-«. they alſo hold them to be a true Decla-- 
; ration 


1 "Fry 595 


| (19) WY 
ration of thofe things which were moſt 
ſurely believed among the Saints of old, who 
ny were cye-witneſles,and ſome of them Mini- 
"- | ſtersof theWord of God,of which che holy 
y Scriptures do teſtifie. And further they ſay, 
Ko that the holy Scripture was written for thac 
Be I learning,that they through patienceand com- 
DE. If fort of the Scriprure ſhauld have hope zehis 


wk with much more they affirm of the Scripture, 
4p the life of which they witneſs manifeſted in 
Sa . them. 


_ Enq. All thisss good ; but js there any moans 
be ow that hath the ſame ſpirit the Apoſtles had, 
| or 5: the ſame light, life, and power now to be 
, |} #njojed, which the Saints in former Ages wit- 
or" i weſſed? , | | 
e/ | 8X. I tell thee whoſoever hath not the 
J | ſameSpirit by which theApoftles were guid- 
+ Þ edandlead, they arc none of his whomthe 
Apoſtles ſerved and owned to be their Lord 
and Law-giver, Jcſus Chriſt, who is the ſame 
| to day,yeſterday, and for eyer,and they that 
Te ' £ are his, of his Fold, and of his Prieſt-hood, 
"if they have unity in his light, in which the A» 
*  poſtles had fellowihip, and they. are lead 
0". I and guided by the fame Spirir that reyealed 
Ot ”,/ If things( which had been hid from alleges and 
generations |) unto the Apoſtles and Saints. 
and they are preſerved in that power which . 
| "5 ==. 


/ mx F29 
v3 


(20) 
odvette Saints victory over the world, and 
they live in the life of immortality, which 

- was inade manifeſtinche Sains of old , fo 
thactheſametighe, life, ſpirit, and power is 

-now made manifeſt among che Szinrs, and to 

the truth of this, theſe people can ſet their 
Seals, who'are inde partakers of the ſame 
accofdins$ to theit meaſure. _ 

Erq. Have they wet tevelations now by the 
ſame Spirit ? or is there any miracles wrought 
among them by the ſame power ? 

Ref.” Yea, they have Revelations by the 


fame- Spirit which 'revelled the myſteries of 


God'informer ages cothe Saints; for if they 
had not Revelacions; how ſhould they come 
to the knowledg of the Father, whomnone 
knows' but” by the Revelation of the Son 2 
and 'by the hipRey. power of God, miracles 
bath'been'wreught 2thong them, and mirs- 
coſous things hath been brovght to paſs in 
#tmyltery, which is hid from ll yokerons 
eyes living-z and they ptivy to theſe'thin "yp 
who are wittieſſes of the power' df God,” 
which: hath wrought ch * Bar from Sc6f- 
fers-arid Scorners,Deſp rs, and wonderers 
theſe thinpFare concealed. - 
* Enq. But ſuch Would have a fig tha they 
meet chevegan be Comoerred alopront they 
net- : 


(21) 

Re/. Yea, but none muſt be given them, - 
bur that of Zonah, tor they are of the adul. 
terous Generation that ſeeketh one, ſaying, 
ſhew us a ſign,or work usa miracle; that we 
may beljevethat your God is the livingGod, 
and that he hath fent you, &>#c. Now they 
that will not believe and be converted with- 
out a ſign, would no more believeand becon- 
vetted if one were'ſhewed them ; thenthey 
would have been perſwaded to haverepen- 
ted by one that had been raiſed up from the 
dead, when they rejeted o/es and the 
Prophets, Luke 16.31. | 


| Enq.But thou ſpake of miracles being wrough t 
among theſe people ; ds they all work miracl:s ? 


z the gift of propheſie given to all ? or have 
they diverſity of gifts ? 

Re/. They do not all work Miracles, nei- 
ther do they all Prophecy ; for they have 
differences of adminiſtrators, but theſime 
Lord, and diverſities of operations, bur the 
ſame God, who bath given ro oneby the 
Spirit, the word of wiſdom, to another rhe 
word of knowledpe, by the ſame Spirit,ro a+ 
no: her diſcerning ofSpirits,ſo that they have 
received diverſities of gifts, but the ſame 


Spirir. 


' Enq. Have nit every one of them received 


; Naccoraing to thesr ability, and are they not 54. 


B 3 ſeveral 


(22) 
ſeveral ſlates and conditions ? | 


Reſ. Yea, ſome of them have received one 


Talent, ſome two, ſome five, 8 they boaſt not 
ofthat which they bave, becauſe they have 
received it from him whois the giver of every 
good and perfe& gife ; thei conditions are 
alſo divers, for there arcFathers, Young men, 
and Babes among them ; an\ ſome there are 
who do not yet witneſs the birth brought 
forth, which is begotten by the immortal 
word of life ; now he that is the ſtrongeſt a- 
mong men will bear with the weakeſt ; and 
he that is the greateſt among them will be- 


come fervant to the leaſt, and when one a- } 


mong them is overtaken «ith a fault, - they 
that are ſpiritual doth reftore ſuch an one 
with the Spirit of meckneſ+, for ſometimes 
they that are weak among them, doth that 
Which the witneſs of God in them allowerh 
not,and to the witneſs they conſent, which 
convinceth them of the evil ( that they do 
through weakneſs ) which their Soul bates, 
and a law intheir members they find, which 
warreth zgaink the law of cheir mind, by 
Which they are ſometimes brough: into cap- 
tivity to the law of fin, ſo that they cry out as 
Pax! did in his warfare, O wretched man that 
{ am, ec. yetherein they find comfort, that 
with their minds ghey ſerve the Law of God, 
E | though 


(23) | 
though with their fleſh ( in which no good 
thing dwelleth ) the law of fin; theſe are 
not i ſach as are not yet come throogh the law, 
ave | nor to the end ef the warfare, but finds daily 
ety If the fleſh luſting againſt the Spirit, and che 
are IF Spirit againſt the fleſh. Gs 
en,  - Enq, wel, Is not that 4 good condition ? 
are Þ did ever 4uy Saint come further un this life ? 
gbt or are any cf theſe people made free from the 
rtal Bf Lew of fin by any other Laws | 
{t a- Reſ, The time of the warfare muſt be 
and E known and paſſed through by as many as 
| be- ſl comes to be made free through him who is 
ec 4- f| the end of the Law for Righteouſneſs ſake, 
hey I and he that is faithful ro theLord in che Ligt e 
one | which brings to the warfare, the ſame will 
mes || bring him throngh the warfare, yea, to the 
that | Law of the Spirit of life ( by which ſome of 
veth || thoſpeople are made free from the Law of ſin 
hich N and death )in Chriſt Jeſus,and this the Saints 
y do I witneſſed, in whom the Righteouſneis of the 
ates, | Law was fulfilled ; through which they are 
hich come unto him who is the end of the Law, 
| by and: the Prophets, by whom they are made 
cap- iſ free from the Law, that being dead wherein 
ut aS iſ they were held, and they become dead co it, 
that by the body of Chriſt, which wes madeacurſe 
chat for them to redeem them from the curſe of | 
the Law, fo that they are now no more under 
0 | B 4 the 


{ 24) 
the Law ,byt under grace, 
Eng. But what do They expett jo be perfelt, 
or free from fin7y this life , what ground hive 
they, for this ln Scripture ? mgs ſuch aftate 
ever commanded or witneſſed by any of Whors 
the Scriptare doth ſpeak + EE”. 
. Ref. That which. is perfe& js manifeſted 
intkem, ad by that they wal ro be perfect-. 
ed ; for pertefionis that whichthey carvelt- 
ly prefs after, and have bope to attainunts 
the falneſs of ir,for they do believe that God 
would not command and require that of 
men, which could not poſſibly be attained ; 
for he chat ſaid, be ye perfeR (as your Hea- 
venly Father which 'is in Heaven is perfe& ) 
he hath perſe&cd for ever, them rhatare 
ſandified, & amony ſuch as were ſanRified, 
and perfeRed for ever,did Pau! preach wi- 
dom; and their perfe&ion be wiſhed, who 
had not then atrajned unto it,but were preſ- 
ſing afterit,as many of theſe people ate now, 
who expedteth to be mzde free from fin as 
the Saints were ; Rim. 6 18. and by the blood 
of Jeſus they hope to. be cleanked From all 
fin, that heing throughiyſanRified and cleans 


- 


{ed with the waſhing of water thtoughthe 
word they mightbe preſented'to bim a glori- 
ons people,not having ſpot gor wrickle, nor 
any ſuch thing, bur that they mighrbe holy 


5.) 

znd perfected for Gb; : but this ſeems incree 
LES "Inito. _ "who are not yer come £0 
the poly ſorrow for fin which warketh re- 
pent Wh but theſe” people ( whoſe eyes the 
Lord hath opened ) do ſea poſſiblity inthe 
thing, nd they are qot without fairh,bur chae 
they ſhall benny ly 5h theretore g0 they on 
unto it,and 7 wal? brepd.i tithe Lord permit, 
who hath maifellch her in them which is 
perfe&, by which he will bring chewy (and 
hath brought war ofthem |) ro the perfeRi- 
on of purity, and 'r6/ the beauty of hk olinels, 
where Hallalujabis fong unto the moſt high, 

Eqq. The Scriftuse ( I ſuppoſe )1s wuch 
wreſted abont that point,is it wot? * 

Ref. Yea, very much ;- For they thatare 
againlt it, heapett up 3 all c| the Scriprure places 
that poſlibly they 27 . of the Saynts failings, 


of rheix TO oken in the rime of 
their 390; hy places of Scripture they 
produce” Wh ich wa s ſpoken of men in their 


inn: Onverted eſtate” and theſe Scriptures 
[t an d; pervery,, and doth add their 
Suntb them; and 


nie2nin os and corceivin 


therefore 1 itis that chou ands hath. ſo much 
to fay againſt that point, which qhey will as 


earneſtly plead avaih any other, partiey- 
” _e wa is Bi wo aL A 
73 6 


& $09 ME. atthis 
- Enq:; 


26) | 
Enq»« What ſuch (3 are they that dowreft | 
the Scripture, and differs ſo muchin their in- 
ferpretations, which theſe people cries ſo much 
againſt ? = | | 
Ref. They are ſuch as are vnſtable,and un- 
learned, who ecrrs, not knowing the Spirit, 
nor the puidings and Teadings thereof, bur 
are truce-breakers, and incontinent, who ſeek 
to ſubvere whole Countries by their deluſi- 
ons, which people are led into by giving 
heed unto their falſe interpretations which 
they give of the holy Scripture, whichis of 
no private interpretation, and they are ſuch 
25 pgaic-ſay the Truth, being proud and pre- 
ſamptuous, doting abour queltions,and ſtrife 
of words, unruly and vain talkers, ſuch as 
teach things which they ought not, for filthy 
lacre ſake ; theſe and ſuch like do theſe peo- 
ple'cry out againſt, for each of themdo wreſt 
and pervert the Scripture to their own ends, 
ſeeking thereby to confirm their erronious 
Opinions which are contrary to Scripture, 
and contrary to Truth ; ſo that theſe people 
have good reaſon to teſtifie againſt them, be- 
jog that the Name of God is ſo much dif. 
honoured by them,and the holy Scripture ſo 
extraordinarily wreſted among them, by the 
diffefent interpretations thereof. 
Enq. How do theſe People wnderftand the 


Scripture ? 


©, 7 RE 


Y Scripture ? 6s there not firife and contention 


among them about the meaning of it ? 

Ref. By the ſame Spirit ( by which they. 
were guided ehar ſpoke forth the Scripture ) 
do theſe People underſtand jr, every one of 
chem according to their meaſures; and the 
lighe in which they walkdoth give chem the 
ſame underſtanding in the bply Scripture, 
which they had chat ſpoke forth the Scrip- 
tare, althougli many among them are ſhore 
of ſo large a meaſure as the Authors of the 
holy Scripture had, yet that underſtanding 
which God hath given them by bis holy 


ISpirit, is the ſame which holy men of God 


had,(in irs meaſure)ſo that chey are far from 
ſtriving and contending about the meaning” 
thereof amonp themſelves, for that which' 
the light opens to one is not contradicted by* 
tem that are jn the light, and therefore they 
areatpeace among themſelves, and inunity 
one with another. | 
Enq. It 5s reported of thera that they go in- 
to many Charches to diſturb them, and that 
they ſprak before the Miniſter have ended, and' 
carrieth themſelves unruly in the time of his 
ſacred Devotion, this trme f * © 80 _ 
R /. 'Tistrue,ſome of them liaye gone in- 
to many Congregations, ( z$8 Limbs among 
Wolves) in obedience to the motions of the” 
7 power 


28) | 
power of the Lord 03 inthe Aſcmbly-they | 
have ſpoken that which was revealed to 
them while they ſtood by,und he that ſhould 
have holden his peace ( who had firſt {po- 
ken ) left his matter in band,and cryed for a 
Conſtable, or an Officer to take him away 
that begun co ſpeak his Revelation ; now 
the uaruly ſpeaker (that (bould have holden 
his peace, avd k-pt the people in order ) be- 
ginning tobe ſo furious and angry again(t 
the other, this occaſioned great diſorder in 
the Congregation, which might have been 
prevented if the ſpirit of the firſt Speaker had 
been ſabjeR co the Spirit of him thac had the | 
Revelation, then mighe the thing have been 
done decently and in order,according to the 
rale of the Apoltle,r Cor.14.30,32,40. And 
a5 couching carrying of themſelves uoreve- 
rently, that is ſaid of them becauſe they do 
nat dofftheir hat 1n the time of their Prayer, 
and joyn with them in their unholy devoti- 
ons, which they are notfree unto, neither 
dare they bid them God ſpeed, becauſe they 
know that they are out of the Docine of 
Chriſt, offering unacceptable Sacrifice, in 
which a theſe people will not be parcakers, 
bue for any of them co go purpoſely with an 
incent to diſturb anyCongregation,l believe 
fych a thing hath never entred into their 

- thoughts, 


| ( 290) ET 
thoughts, for commonly when they fave 
gonenpon ſervice for the Lord to ſuch places, 
it hath been in the croſs fo their 0wn wils, 


_ whoſe lives have been'in great danger, in 
way chef houſes called Churches, and much of 
why their blocd have been ſpilt,rany bruiſes they 
deg © fave gotten, and moſt ſhamefully have they 


be. | b<et iftteared and bandled in them places 
n+ | called Churches, by thoſe chat have rcforted 
untd._ them, ard chis-butidreds will witneſs 


cos and reſtifie, whohave been) e ye-witneſles of it. 
had Enq. It 3s a ſirauge thing that they will 
the £297 keep from ſuch places then ; had they net 


I betrey be ſtill and q 118t and moleſt none,then [0 
to hazara their liyes ; or at leaſt to take other 


: = opportunities then when people are «t Church. 
ve || £5: Thething is range intheeyes of na- 


ny, that they ſhould fo ( as it were ) bazard 
their lives atnong unreaſonable men, who 
feeketh. tb do them miſchief ; bur tharpower 


ner {of che Lord. by which they are moved to £9 
\«y O fuch places, doth oftentimes miraculouſly 
p.” preſerve them, and into his hatds they com- 


it rheir life who hath giver ic chic, the 


= rhich they could freely, Jay down for. the 
_ ruchs ſake if thereunto they wete calied, 
ve Now if they ſhould moleſt any. in their own 
= {vills by ſpeaking their own words to them, 
its, (ay had berrer be il und quiet, than to do 
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2 T1 4-5 BE 
ſo; but if the Lord move them to,ſpeak to 
any,or tego to any placezthey had better 0- 
bey him, than bear his Judgements for diſo- 


'bedience; and if the party ſpoken unto be 


one that cannot bear ſound Doctrine, then 
will they be offended or molefted by him 
that ſpeaketh,like as Amaziab ( Amos 7.12, 
I 5, ) Was moleſted with Amos, and there. 
fore woald he have had him to have fled 


into another Land, and not te have pro- 


phefied at Bethel, becauſe.it was the Kings 
Chappel,and his Court, as now ſeveral there 
are, that would not have theſe people to 
come tothbeir Churches, becauſe the Congre- 
gation is diſturbed by them), like as the Kings 
Court and Chappel was diſturbed by Amos, 
and the Synagogues of the Jews by Chrift 
and the Apoſtles, and many will perſwade 
them to. the contrary; but the perſwaſions 
of ſuch they dono more agare, than Amor 
regarded the perſwaſionsof Amaziah. 

Enq. what go they to( burches then, be- 
cauſe Amos went to the Kings Chappel, and 
becakeſe Chriſt and the Apeſiles went to the 
Synagogues as their manner was * : 


Reſ, O no; ifthey had no other ground, 


then were they bur wilful imitators,and like 


unto the falſe Prophet who run when the 


the Lord had not ſene chem, but theſe peo- 


ple 


31) 
p'e are moved by the ſame power (that mo-» 
ved Amos to go.to the Kings Chappel ) by 
the ſame power ( I ſay ) are they moved to 
go to Steeple-hopules, and other. places to. 
bear Teſtimopy yato the ſame grath that 4- 
mes held forth; ad the ſame power thac 
moved the Apoftles to go into the Syna- 
gogues. of the Jews; the ſartie doth move 
theſe people now to go into the Mectings., 
place of the Jews and Gentiles, there to de- 

clare the powerful truth ofGod to them thae. 
have the form, but not the power, ſhewing. 
tinto them how they may come to find that. 


; [hich hath been loſt, viz. thelife and power 


of truth, ES 
Enq.el,but dg they not know that there are 
[is in force againſt D iſturbers of Minsfters 
at forth by our bonowrable Magiſtrates, Who | 


- DyiÞl not ſuffer goaly Miniſters tobe diſturbed ? 


Ref, Yea they know it well, and do findit, | 


ut rather then.they will diſobey the Lord, 


hey. will chuſe to ſuffer by ſuck a&ts{ as 
Fhadrach, Meſpach,and Abedxegodid, who 
liſregarded the decree of Nebuchadnezaar, 
ad would not worſhip theGo)den Image 


he vertue of theſe a&s, do ſay, they have a 


\- Law by which they ought to ſuffer; like as 
pe Jens ſaid concerning chat Law 


which 
ehey 


32). 
they bad ; by alk they ' faid Chriſt ought 
to die, &c. Bat (ew me Gut of che Srrip- 
tore, w here ever ny, honourable Magiltraces 
( or any thitt ruled fot v4 ') made AQts to 
prore& Golly Miniſters, by the vettue of 
which the men that ſpoke wi to therd was to 
be caff int6 prifon;if they "Jia jtincheir teer- 
irg-place; Hid not god FMicttiets af alw f | 
pfr1 foal thespons to Sack nd thern_ withia 
And was not Peter. and Barnabar, Paxl «6d 
Silas, Godly Miniſters, who, ſuffered by" the 
AR; of the Ms airarey, thienp held the Fon 
Priefls? and were they Hi on Fardble MS 
ſtrates,or! NG iniſters, who reſiſted rheſ 
Godly men.whipr them, and caſt them into | 
priſor? And $ It got '£d Paraared that inany 
who ate _ Lore & feprenor wn do, 
protect ſach Biſtets "xv bl 


which are my ce Mt tos to, 
proteE ung ale who Ge Ne 
os are. | deere : Og ws Miniſters 
areifhame{ "of lith,and the power by which 
they are f 

Eriq, BY thiſe peoplh. con Hows  Atrhetit 
thitt 543 Is phe CL} Peportea of, them, ” at 
they [ubjet 0 the bigher, Ys | like as th 
pole Commandeth ars to ; 


oppollers hae E (oy ang 
inyo{F as uh Ny As dll 


(33) wo 
Re/. That authority which is of God,and 
from him they do not conteran, neither are 
they diſobedient,but ſubzeR ro him that rules 
Xs 0 NN in this authority for God, ifheexale righ- 
ne of Fc .ouſneſsin the earth, and be a terror to evil 
aStO Bf qoers,and a praiſe to them that do well, ſuch 
i Þ Magiſtrate ehey honour inthe Lord ; Ard 
Yeh to the higher power their ſouls are ſubjeR, 
al ; © in which the Mapiſtrate rales, who is Gods 
/ arid Miniſter; and of this power unto which their 
y the ſouls are ſabjeR,they are not afraid, neither 
chief are they ſubjeR becauſe of wrath onely, but 
Magi Walfofor conſcience ſake; For this they know, 
theſe Nl thar whoſoever reſiſteth the power, reſiſteth 
INt0 Ethe Ordinance of God, and they that ceſift 
Many F ſhall receive to themſelves damnation, 
y do, Enq. But they do not honowr Magiſtrates 
J g d with their Hat and Knee, as they ought to be 
io lie boneured, andthat offends Magiftrates, that 
; AQs receives honogr of one another, : 
tes toll R//] *Tistrue; they do not bow before 
IN them ſo,asmoft men do, neither have they, 
ers Bl freedom thereunto , for the honour that per- 
vbich Jr:j2s ro a Magiſtrate confiſteth nor in ſuch 
'.Atrifliag things which are of no weight. And 
bority I believe thou cannot produce one Scripture 
of, 47H out of the whole Bible, that will prove that 
be *8 Magiſtrates ought to be honored with Hat 
and Knee,that is þut a meer compiement and 
0 28 yagity, 
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vanity, a fooliſh faſhion of the world which 
will paſs away ; and the non-performance 
of that doth but offend ſuch Magiſtrates as 
receives honour one of another, and how 
can fuch believe (faith Chrift ) mark, if they 
be not yet come to believe;who dare ſay that 
they are Gods Miniſters, or that they rule. 
for God,and theſe people will rather offend 

them that believe not, then thatof God in 

their conſciences, which leacneth them to, 
ſeek that honour which comerh from God 
onely, before which humility doth go. 

Enq. But hark, 1t is not only ſaid of them 
that th:y contemsn authority and are not ſubje(l 
to Mayiſtraies( to which thou haſt anſwered ) 
but alſo that they are againſt Goſpel Miniſters ; 
and are great railers againſt Miniſters, and 
their mamtenances; Is that true? 

Re/. Magiftracy, and Miniſtery, they al- 
low and approve of, the one] have ſhewed 
thee before,the other I come unto, and thar is 
Miniſtry ; Firſt,I ſhall ſhew thee what Mini- 
[ters and Miniſtry they own,and what main- 
tenance they allow of, that Minifters may 
have ; Secondly, what Miniſters and Mini- 
{try they difown, and what maintenance 
they do not approve of. 09s 

Firſt, Suck asare indued with power and 
wiſdom from on high,and called to.the A 
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of the Miniſtry immediately,having received 
vifts from him that is aſcended far above all 
Heavens, who formerly gave ſome Apoſtles, 
ſome Prophets, ſome Paſtors and Teachers, 
for the perfeRing of the Saints, for the work 
of the Miniſtry, &c. And'ſuch as he now 
calleth & chuſeth, whoabide in his dorine, 
and giveth thatfreely, which they have re- 
ceived freely : Such theſe people do ownand 
cheir Miniſtry ; but railing againſt any they 
do deny,and Miniſters that are fo called and 
quallified as before-mentioned, they do e- 
ſeem very highly for their very works ſake, 


J and alloweth them food and raiment, and all 


things that are convenient ;, and herewith 
are theſe Miniſters contented,even with that 
which they bave of free gift from thoſeunto 
whom they Miniſter Spiritual things, and ſo 
inlove, peace and unity they live together, 
and thus it is with theſe people and the Mini- 
ſters whom they do own. 

. Secondly, The Miniſters that they diſown 
are ſuch as runs when the Lord hath not 
ſent them; and do feed with the fat, and 
cloath with the wool,and make a prey upon 
the people ; ſach as are called of men,Maſter, 
and ſtands praying in the Synagogues, teach- 
ing forDodtrines the traditious of men ; who 
keep peopleever learning and never able to 
a " 58. "200 
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come td PRES. geofthe Truth,who are 
out of the fe of that which they preach to 
0:hers, by whom the huly Scriptures are 
wieſted and traided withal ;z who are cove- 
to:s, proud, hexdy and high minded, having 
a form of Godlineſs bur denie:h che power 
thereof-; ſuch they diſown to be Minitters of 
Chriſt, who preach for hire, and divine for 
money,the love of which conſtraineth them 
co teach the people, and they that will not 
givethem Money, orput into the.r mouths, 
they prepare war againſt them, and eomp<:l 
them by ſuit of Law, aad thus they rob their 
maintenances from poor people,whoſe goods 
they will rake away by force, from {uch «s 
hath nothing of them norfrom thems now 
all ſuch greedy unreaſonable pretended Mi- 
niſters, and their robbed maintenance theſe 
people do deny,and diſown, neither can they 
pay them wages,nor inno Wiſe uphold them, 

Ezq. Wet, but bavethey xot ſuch 5x their 
Pariſhes,to whom the Law of the Land alloweth 
Tythe , whether de they pay them, or ſuffer the 
penalty of the Law,and the eruclty of ſuch men? 

Reſ. Oalas, The covetous hirelings they 
are io ſpread over the Nation, that ſcarce ei- 
ther City. or;;Pariſh are free of them; and 
eruly volums might be filled ef the ſofferings 
of rheſc harmleſs people, which they under- 

| £0, 
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go, and have undergone inthat particulzr, 
through. the cruelty and mercileflene(s of 
thatunreaſonable Generation ofgreedy per. 
verſe Prieſts, (whoſe bleſſings grecurſed,and 
whoſe ſeed is corrupted) for truly they have 
even made havoke'of the people, who for 
conſcience ſake cannot pay Tythe, and there. 
fore have their goods been pitifully ſpoiled ; 
as hath been pretty largely pabliſhed eo the 
ſhame #nd confuſion 'of theſe mercileſs and 
cruel men ;3 but a book of remembrance is 
writ,and their ations are upon record. 

Enq. But are theſe people ſo ſimple that they 
will nit go to the Law with thoſe that wrong 
them ; what 1s not the Lawopen? And the 
Magiſtrates will dojuſtice 5 will they not ? 

Ref. If thou obferves Chriſls wor ds well, 
thou would not call them (imple, for not go- 
ing to Law with their adverſaries; for did be 
not ſay, if any man will ſue thee at the Law 
and take away thy Coat, let him have thy 
Cloak alſo; now they that walk in his Lighe 
who ſpoke theſe words, they abide in h's 
Doftrine, and when their Adverſary hath 
ſaed them and recovered treble damage,and 
taketh away twice the worth of that which 
he recovered, they reſiſt not, but bears it pa- 
riently, knowing this, that there is one 
thie will plead their cauſe, to whom ven- 
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gtance belongs and .he will repay. 
And although chattheLaw be open, yet they 
are not free to-goto-it; For what ſaid Paul 
to the Carmbians, didhe not tell thean that 
there was utterly a faule among them, becauſe 
they did;go to Law one. with. another ; why 
( faith he ) do you not, rather take wrong ? 
why do yew. not rather ſuffer your ſelves to 
be defrauded ? ſo that, here thon may ſee it 
doth not become Saints to.go.to Law, and 
that eſpecially before them chat are out of 
the truth}; fer ſuch Magiſtrates will connive 
at the ſofferings of the. oppreſſed, and not re- 
prove the oppreſiors,. who ought by Magi- 
ſtrates to be rebuked. : But there are ſome 
prudent anderſtanding men that are much 
wearied, with being ſo'daily-incumbred with 
the beggerly ſuites of theſe covetousPrieſts, 
againſt theſe barmleſs, innocent people : 
And ſome of the Magiſtrates are backward 
enough in doing Juſtice,and too forward in 
fulfilling the defires of unjuſt men, who deals 
unjullly with theſe people,and this is not un- 
knowntoſome in authority, whoſe bowels 
are ſometime maved with compaliiton to be- 
hold che many pgreivances, and annoyances 
whichare daily renewed upontheſe that fear 
the Lord. | 
Enq. I ſuppiſe that Saints in former ages 
| | have 
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have ſuffered much by the antoward pevierati- 
on,have they not ? Tx opp 
Reſ. Yea, yea, acloud of witneſles might 
be produced of the ſufferings of the Sainrs, 
ſome of which had tryal of crae} mockings 
and ſcourgings,of bonds and impriſonments, 
ſome of them were ſtoned, others ſawn af- 
ſunder,others ſlain with the (word, 8c. and 
he that was a precions Saint, and « ſafferer 
by the untoward generation,he teftified and 
ſaid,that throvgh many tribulations we muſt 
enter into the Kingdom. of God y and fure 
ther he ſaid, that they ehat will live godly in 
Chriſt T-ſus,mult ſuffer perſecution. | 
Enq. But theſe whom thou mention:ſt were 
comforted in the midft of their tribulations and 
ſufferings , are theſe ou fo ? | 
Ref. Yea,tbey alſo are comforted in their 
tribulations, that they are able to comfort 
them which-are introuble, by the comfort 
wherewith they themſelves are comforted 
of God, for as the ſufferings of Chrift abound 
in them, ſo their conſolation/alſo aboundeth 
by Chrift, of which all the oppoſers and ad- 
verfaries in the world cennot deprive them 
of; | they may be bereaved of their gosds, 
and ſeparated from their friends & brethren, 
and be debarred of their liberty and free- 
dom by the power ofthe adverſary , but this 
.CUg i power 
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power extendeth not ſo far, as to deprive 
them of their peace in him which is their life, 
and of the comfort and conſolation which 
they.receive from him ; and that they prefer 
above the whole world. 

Enq. How comes 5t,that ſo many of them are 
caſt into Priſon, and ſome whipped, and others 
banniſhed from ſome places, Ts it for miſa:- 
meanonr,or for their traths ſake * 

Ref. Thos it is, many of them have been 
 moyed- of the Lord to go to Steeple-houſes 
( which are called Churches, ) and to ſpeak 
unto-the Prieſt & people,that which cheLord 
was pleaſed tolay upon them to declare, it 
maybe ſome time before the Prieſt had done, 
and ſometime after z ſo ſome in authoriry 
being then preſent, have forthwith ſent them 
co Priſon,for diſturbing the congregation, as 
they ſaid, and it may be have cauſed them to 
be whipped, &c. And for this very particu'ar 
hundreds have beea put in priſon; ſeveral 0- 
thers have been calt into priſon, becauſe they 
. could not pay Tythe to the hireling Prieſts, 
others becauſe they could not ſwear ; others 
becauſe they have not put off their Hats 
before Magiſtrates, others for going to viſic 
their friends that hath been in priſon, others 
for riding aboye five miles upona firſt day 
coamecting,others forſpeakins a fewwords 
in a ſtreet, or a market,to people, whom they 
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have exhorted to fearthe 7 ord ; others for 
ſpeaking to ſome upon the high way : and 
for ſuch like things as theſe,arerhe moſt pare 
of them (if not all) caſt into priſon; Andin 
priſon ſome of them haves been fined for 
ſtanding covered before the Judge, and hath 
laid above a year, ( or years ) in priſon for 
non- payment of the fine, and ſome of them 
afrer they have ſuffercd Impriſonment 2 cer- 
eain time have been baniſhed,and ſent away 
like vagabonds; and more favour is ſhewed 
unto malefactors by many in anthority,then 
is afforded them; and all this dothey pati- 
ently ſuffer for righteouſneſs ſake. . 


 Enq. It ſeems by thy relation of them they 


ſuffer mnch wrong ,as they not petition unto the 
powers of the earth for relief, and make their 
redreſs unto them in ſuch cauſes ? 


| KReſ. They cry unto them for Juſtice,but to 


petition unto them «s unto Gods, they can- 
not in the leaſt do it, althongh many petiti- 
ons have been put up againſt them ; bur chat 
doth not moleſt nor trouble them whoſe 
truſt and confidence in the Lord, by whom 
they do expect to be delivered, and not by 
the arm of fleſh; there manifold greivances 
are not bid from the Lord, who willariſe 
and plead their cauſe, and rebuke thoſe that 
aftli& chem, & ſcyerely puniſh thoſe that do 
oppteis them, Enq. 


| 42 ) 

_ Enq. Bat in the mean time do they not ſeek 
roavenge themſelves of thrir adverſaries, (er 
ing they are now become a great body ? 

Reſ. O no, they nave no ſuch thoughts, 
for they have referred their cauſe wholly to 
che Lord,to whom vengeance belongeth,and 
he will repay, of whom they have learned to 
love their enemies, to bleſs thoſe that curſe 
them,to do good to thoſe that hate them, to 
pray for thoſe which diſpitefally-uſe them,and 
perſecute them ; and they are ſo far from a- 
' venging themſelves,that if one ſmite them on 
the one cheek they will turn the other ; And 
. they look not upon the number of themſelves 
to be any thing, in reference to theirredem- 
ption,ont of their hands, who exerciſe Lord- 
ſhip over them ;For they know that by one, 
the Lord is able to chaſes thouſand, and by 
two to put ten thouſand roflight, 

Enq. Yea that is tree,yet nevertheleſs will 
they not carry weapons, for their own defence, 
and for the a:fence of their Country ? 

Ref. The weapons of their warfareare not 
carnal but mighty through God, to the pul- 
ling down of ftrong holds, caſtingdown Im- 
zpinations, and everyhiph thought that ex? 
alteth it ſelf againſt the Kingdom of God, 
and onely fuch weapons carry they, and he 
that put them into theit hands is mighty e- 

Fr TC -- 00008 


ot ſeek 


s, [er- 


Shes, 
ly to 
h,and 
ied to 
curſe 
m, to 
n,and 
OM 4- 
2M on 
And 
ſelves 


dems | 


Lord- 
one, 
ad by 


s will 
: 
ence, 


e not 
 pul- 
1 Im» 
IC EX? 
50d, 
1d he 
ty e- 
ough 


43 
enough to preſerve them and. their Country, 
with whoſe armour they are alwayes armed, 
having their loins girt, about with rruth, 
having on the breſt-plate of righteonſneſs, 
and the ſheild of faith, wherewith they are 
ablero quench all the fizry darts oi the wick- 
ed ; they have alſo the helmet of Salvation 
and the-Sword: of the Spirit which is the 
word of God, thus are they armed againſt 
their enemies that ſeek to bercave them of 
their peace with God, «hom they only with- 
ſtand, but violence to, no ran will they do, 
that iscontrary to the daAtine of theirLord 
to whom they do commend themſelves. 
Enq. 1 /wppoſe by this declaration of thems 
that they are a peacrable people : but what are 
they in life ayd conmver{ation for by their fruits 
We muſt juage of them ? | 
Ref. Myreport or declaration of them is 
true,and the truth I ſpcak and tie nor, forl 
have known them from child ( or ſince thar 
I was a babe in Chriſt Jand my education in 
the Lord hath been among them,and for the 
ſpace of ſeveral years ]. have been daily con- 
verſant With them, and in all this time, I 
have found their life and converſation; to be 
c00d, honeſt,and unreproveable ; do but ask 
any conſcientious wan fearing God, thar 
knoweth theſe people, and. thou ſhale find 
that his riſtimony ofthiem will not _ 
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di& mine, yea many of their Oppoſers will 
acknowledpe,that fortbeir life and conver- 
ſation they have nothing to accuſe them of. 
Enq«. Bat it 5s [aid they ave rude 81 /peech, 
and wſeth the wird thee, and thou to parti ular 
Perſons , is not that an unmaunerly and abſurd 
thing inthem ? | 
Re/. No,itis the language of the holy Scrip- 
tures; and to uſe thee,and thov;to a particu- 
lat perſon, is proper, and not anmannerly 
norabſurd: for when the Lord ſpake to A4- 
damand 4dan to him, they uſed that lan- 
poage; When /oſes ſpaketo Pharoah, and 
Pharoah to him, they uſed that language ; 
when Pax/ſpake to Agrippa,and Agrippa to 
him, they uſed that language, 'and ir was not 
unmannerly nor abſurd with them, neither 
do we rezd that it was then accounted rude- 
neſs of ſpeech, And although that this ſeems 
ſo ſtrange to che men of this Generation, yet 
it is the proper phraiſe of the Scirpture,and 
the language of all them of whom wereadin 
the Scripture, | | 
Enq. 1 have not obſerved that 6 much be- 
fore ,, but now in their buying andſelling how 
do they do ? are they of as many words as other 
wen ; or keep they to yea or nay in their commu- 
wication ? 
Ref, To yeannd nay, they keep, pes 
| | that 


— 


that whatſoever is more cometh of evil, and 
when they have a commodity to ſell, they ſet 
arealonable price »f it, and do not exact up- 
on the people; & when that rhey buy a com- 
modity, taey proffer a reaſonable price for 
it, forthe which they ſuppoſe the party may 
well affo:d ir, and chat which they judge to 
be rhe value of the thing, and ſo in few words 
diſp+rcteth;, and thus they abide in the 
Dodrine of their Lord, whohath ſaid, Let 
your yea be yea, and your nay be nay, for 
whazſoever is more then theſe,cometh of evil. 
Erq. But men are ſo accuſtomed to many 

words in their dealing s one with anether,that 1 
ſhruld think men will ſcarce meaadle with them 
in aff 1115.4 they will abate nothing of the price 
which they firſt ſet ox their (ommudity for that 
is moſt uſual among men * 

 Reſ. "Tis true, -it is uſual among men to 
ptter many needleſs words in their dealings, 
and to ſwear many grievous Oaths becauſe 
they will not ernſt one another; bur it is nor 
the manner of theſe People to do ſo, nei- 
ther have they freedem thereunto in the leaft, 
whereupon ſome of their Cuſtomers have ab- 


_— Oy ay —_— -c wor Po eo 


ta 


PR 


= wa .,., o—o—_ _ 


46 
eo this People, and ue made further proof 
of them, and have found their Commodity to 
be good,and ſabftantial,and well worth that 
which they gave for it, whereupon they have 
broughe other Cuſtomers with chem, and ac- 
quainted them with the condition of the 
People, that they would haye ſo much as they 
asked,and that they were not given to many 
words, &c. to the which the People in pro- 
ceſs of time have well condeſcended, fo that 
now where they are known, they are credited, 
and nor extraordinarily proveked( by thoſe 
that know them)to ſuperflcity of words: and 
ſo th-y come to uſe men to that which they 
have been little accuftomed unto (to wit) to 
few words intheir bnying and ſelling, 

Fnyq. That i well done of them, yet men hath 
wHch againſt them, far it 38 ſaid, they will not 
ſpeak to men npon, the way but paſs by them 
without ſalsting of th.m, n:ither will they doff 
their bats to any, Which gives great offence to 
many ; wherefore de they carry themſelves ſo 
#ncruilly * | | - Fs 

Re/. When they have occaſion to ſpeak to 
any man, they ſpeak'unto him whether it be 
upon the way, or 'in the ſtreet, or upon the 
Market,. or in any other convenient place z 
but to ſalate meri in a Complementing way, 
CEE ANCE CTECNEY 
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before them, and giving them flattering Ti- 
tles, ( according to thecuſtom and manner 
of the World ) that they are notfree to do; 
and that is a Principal thing ( of the many 
which men have againſt chem; a'theugh 
they honour all. men in the Lord, without re- 
ſpe& of perſons, und behav. th themſelves 
civilly towards all, yet can doff their hatto 
none, for that isan a@ of as prond and un- 
civil Perfons as lives, who will ſhew humiliry 
in that thing when they are as proud in their 
heart as Haman was, and will deride and 
ſcorn thoſe chat cannot for Conſcience-ſake 
do it , and theſe are they that are offended 
when 1t15 not done, and carry themſelves 
uncivilly to ſuch- as doth it nor. 

. Enq. Well but it is afaſhion which men have, 
and a token if civil reſpett, had they net better 
pleaſe men by conforming unto them in thss 
thing of ſmall importance, then to offend them 
through abſtatning from doing of it for we read 
that Panl became all to all, untothe Tews he be- 
Came as a few &c, | 

- Refs The faſhions of this World will paſs 
away, butthe Word of God endures for 
ever, by which Word theſe people are re- 
deemed from the World, fo that they cannot 
de conformable to ir, in its waies, worſhips, 
ſtomes, and faſhions, all which will paſs 8 
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way, and :f they ſhould ſeek to pleaſe men) 
then were they not the ſervants of Chriſt, 
whoſe ſervants never uſed ſuch a token of 
civil reſpe& ( as dofling of the hat ) that we 
read of in the whole Scripture, and who 
dare call them his Servants that receive ho- 
nour of men from their hats,& are offendedif 
it be not given them, ſurely they are not like 
unto him in this thing, for he received not 
- honour from men, neither did he ſeek it, but 
ſaidunto thoſe that did, How can ye believe, 
thatreceive honour one of another, and ſeek 
not the honourthat cometh from(zod only? 

And although P ax became as a Jewunto | 
the Jews, as without law tothem that were 
without Law, yea all things to all men,this he 
did for the Goſpels ſakenot to pleaſe men, 
but that he might by all means ſave ſome, 
therefore condeſcended he to the ſimplicity 
in them, ſpeaking low things to their capaci- 
ty and underſtanding , that fo by guile he 
might catch them, and gain or win them to 
the truth : but who dare ſay that he became 
an Idol-worfhipper with Idolaters? if ſo, 
how ſhould he have, bronght any from that 
Idolatry to have worſhiped the living God ? 
or who dare ſay thathe became an Oppoſer, 
of Truth with Oppoſers ? if ſo, how ſhould 
he have gained any of chem go ghe truth zur. 

it 


nen ; 
riſk, 
n of 
© we 
who 
> ho- 
[edif 
like 
| not 
, bue 
eve, 
ſeek 
nly? 
unto 
vere 
iS he 
men, 
ome, 
1city 
DaCi- 
te be 
M to 
came 


(49 ) 
it was not fo with Pav/, who ſhewed himfeif 
in all things approved ofGod,in whoſe fight 
he commended himſelf to every mans Con- 
ſcience ? | | | 
Enq. 1 em perſwated-that if theſe People 
were admitted to anſwer for themſelves upon 
all occaſions, many would come to be [ati fied 
in things concerning them, wherein they are 
m1/-informed, | | 
Re/. Oh yea, butalas ſuch reports are ru- 
mored abroad of them(by {auch as ſay report, 
& we Will report it)as is not fitting to be na- 
med among Chriſtians ; and theſe Reports 


F being credited, or regarded by ſimple peo- 


ple, they become odious and deſpiſed among 
men, and therefore is it that there is ſo much 
whouing and hiffing at them in the ſtreets ; 
but if they might be admitted to make their 
own defence in the preſence of prudent and 
underftandiog men, having theiraceuſersface 
to face, to. prove their accuſations that they 
have, againſt- them, I belicyve many - would 
come to þe better ſaitisfied, the mouths of 


ſain-ſayers would come.to-be ſtopped, and 
the ignorance of foeliſh men,wonld come ts 


de (ilenced ; but that is the p»llicy and ſubs 


Feily of their. grand Adverſary( who was a 
Lyar from the beginning ) to make peopla 


delieve all the horrall fies that can be ſpoken 
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And invented ofiked? nd thereby comes the 
- mindsof thouſands to be evilafteRed againſt 
the precions truth, which if they were but 
rightly informed of the certainty of things 
reported, they-wonld either be brovght to 
the acknowledgement of the truth,otherwile 
tolay their hands upon their mauths,ard be. 
comefilent ; if they were not evill men, and 
Seducers, and ſuch thou knoweft will grow 
worſeand worſe. 
Enq- Hath the truth of God been ſo defam- 
ea,blaſphemed, and reproached in other Gene- 

rations as1t x5 now inthis Age ? 
© Ref. Yes in all apes, when the Lord ap-| 
peared by his power to reveal this precious 
Truth vpon the face of the earth, Satan(who 
goes to and fro in theearth ) bathſtirred up 
his inftrumenes to-defame, b'afpbeme, and 
reproach it, by whoſe Bla/phemies the living 
Fruth hath been: much defaced; and fo it is 
now at this day,by the multizude of lies, falſe 
reports,and aſperſions which arecaft upon it 
by wicked and ingodly men,who'ery out a- 
gainſt ſuch 2s formerly have defamed, blaſ- 
Phemed,and'repreached the Truth, and they 
themſelves are blaſpHemers and reproachers, 
likeas the Jews did, who exclaimed againſt 
their Fathers for killing the Prophets,and yet 
They: themſelves put him to death who _ 
| [I nc 
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the Prince of Glors, of vhom the Prophets 
propheſied. 

Enq. But I wonld yet ack ſomething concera- 
ing thiſe people ; Baptize they their Children? 
or are they themſelves Baptized ? : 

R:/. Their Children ehey do not Baptize 
according to the courſe of the World, for 
they find no Scripture that ſpeaks of Infants 
Baptiſme,nor no example in the Scripture for 
the fame, yet they whoare in theunity are 
Baptized by one Spirit into one Body, and 
ſo many of them as were Baptized into Jeſus 
Chriſt, were Beptized into bisDeath,thar they 


S ſhould walk in newneſs of life;and thisis the 


only Baptifme which they do witneſs. 

Enq. But were they never Baptized with 
Elementary Water * 

Ref. Some of them in the time of igno- 
rance were baptiſed with outward Water, 
ſuppofing thar-it wageneceſſary unco Salva- 
tion ; but after they had taken up the Ordi- 
nance,they took up their reſt alſo in the dead 
form, and did apply the Promiſes which was 
due to Believers,alchough little or no Refor- 
mation was wrought in them, yet they were 
conceited in themſelves that it was well with 
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not the reſt which the Lord had prepared for 
his Pcople,neither was that Baptiſme where- 
with they were Ba ize< rheBaprtiſme which 

ſhould fave them by the ReſurreRion of Je- 
ſusChriſt, neither did the promiſes percain un- 
to them, which they had applied to them- 
ſelves ; and that which gave them to ſee theſe 
chings,was the light of JeſusChriſt in them, by 
which they were brought afterwards to wit- 
neſs the Baptiſm of the Holy Gboſt, aqfire. 

Enq:"But are there none of them ſent ty 

Baptize,that ſo others b:ing. Baptized by them, 

might come to witneſs the one Baptiſm alſo ? 
Re/. The ſame command that Chriſt pave 
at the firſt,he is withto the end of cheworld ; 

Which is,g0 teach all-nations, baprizing them 
in the Name of the Father, of the Son, and 
of the holy Ghoſt 5 bat here is no outward 
water mentioned; And the everlaſting Go. 
pel,they arc ſent to-preach, and they do turn 
people fromdarkneſs to light, from che pow- 
er of Satan untoGod;and ſo many as receive 
their teſtimony & believe in the light which 

they are-turned unto, they cometo Witneſs 

the one baptiime, which is by one ſpirit iato 
one. body, although they be never dipped 
nor ſprinkled with outward water, and hun- 

dreds of theſe people are come to witneſs i 

this, who have never been Baptized with out- 

ward water fince they believed,  _ Enq. 
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Erq. Own they the Lords Supper ? 
Re/ſ. Yes, the Supper of the the Lord they 
own,ard at theTable of the Lord ( which is 
f Je- richly furniſhed ) they fie, and do car abuns 
'n un- $danily to theErerna] refreſhing of rheirSouls, 
hem- Enq. Well, but do they. break Bread and 
theſe $47izk Pine at that T able, like as profeſſed 
m,by © hriſtians do ? 
Wit- | Re/. The Bread that they break 's the Bo= 
Gre, (dy of Chrift. & the cup that they drink 1s the 
mt to 0Þ!00d of Chriſt,but many profeſied Chriſti- 
hem, $ars. Who talks of the Lords table, diſcerns 
5? not his Body, and ſo. ezts 8nd d:inks their 
gave Jown damoation ; yer notwithſtand:ng Chr - 
wid ; Nftians in Chriſt breaks one Bread and Drinks 
them of ove Cup, and they have Uniry one with 2- 
and finotber,even xs theſe peopie do wirn:is with = 
ward Evhom Chriſt doth Sup, and to the S bare 
Gol. they are come, and therefore go they nor by 
turn E{mitatiea, like as many do who are calied 
ow. BC hriftians, who yet never came to eat the 
-<ive (rich of Chriſt, nor to drink his Bleod, and 
hich therefore have they ro life abiding in them, 
nels 8 Erq. But yet there is ſomething more in 
; nhich 1 deſire allo to be ſatisfied COnrernims 
th:ſc prople , for many exclaims cut againſt 
them, for Jadging and cond: mning others ;: Now 
pray thee tell me What do they judge in others ? 
out- "7 thing. beſides that which is condenaned tn 
:nq. romſclues ? : D 3 Reſ. 
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Reſ. Nay, It is thatonly ; (td wit ) deceit, 
and unrighteouſneſs, which the judgments of 
the Lord hath paſſed upon intheir own par- 
ticular ; and when they meet with ſuch as 
pleads for that which is ordained of old for 
condemnation, perhaps they may ſharply re- 
prove them, if chey judge not the deceit in 
them, then the party reproved being one that 
cannot ſtand in the judgement, exclaims out 
againſt them, as if they were cenſ{orious 
Judges, and horrid blaſphemers ; when they 
have judged and reproved nothing bat deceit 
in them, and that which is to be eternally 
condemned ; even the very ſame that is 
Judged in their own particulars. | 
Enq. Well but doth not Chriſt ſay,jndge not 
that you be wot juaged ? and Paul/ſaith,the man 

that judgeth is inexcuſable whoſoever be ts ? 
Reſ. Yea, thoſe are the words of Chiſt 
and Pax/, by the wey take notice of the fol- 
lowing words, Cid nor Chriſt there ſpeak to 
the Hypocrite that beheld the Mote that was 
in his Brothers eye, but conſidered not the 
beam that was in his own eye, and tzke Paul; 
words alſo as they ars : thou art inexcuſable 
O man ( ſaith he) whoſoever then art that 
judpeft , ſor wheein thou judpeit another 
C ark well ) chou condemne(t . chy (elf, for 
thou that judgeſt,doſt the ſame things;there 
1 


3s nov the man that is inexeaſable,who jude- 
eth another, for that 'which he is guilty of 
himſelf, and if thon or any man can tax theſe 
people inthis, then fay' that they are inexcu- 
fable who are found guilty in this thing, 
Enq. Thevess another thing which men hath 
againſt themwhich i this;, they ſay that they 
will not reſpe& perſons but to a Prince or Lord, 
or whatſoever that he ss : they will ſay thee, 
and thou to him, and ſtand with their hat on in 


his preſence, as if he were a man of no reputati- 


os ;, 5 this true? 

Ref, He whois their God (who hath made 
of one blood all Nations of men for codwell 
upon the face of the Earth )he is no reſpeRer 
of perſons ; and if they who are his people 
ſhould have reſpe&t ro perſons, they ſhould 
commit fin, and would be convinced of the 
Law as Tranſpreſlors; and for them to have 
reſpe& of perſons that were not good ; and 
as for the properneſs of thee, and thou, I have 
ſhewed thee before. And xhy may not chey 
ſtznd with their hats on in the preſence of 
the preateſt man upon the face of the Earth, 
ſeeing that they ſtand daily covered in the 
preſence of their God, whoſe Name is che 
Lord of Hoſts, who filleth Heaven and Ezreh, 
in whom they honor all men, withour the re- 
ſpeRing of any ones perſori, or the greatneis 
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and mapnificency. of 4 for, what is man 
but duſt ; and wherefare ſhould he be ado- 
red by his Fellow Creature? as if honour 
pertained to him, which indeed is only due 
to his Creator, who formed him of the duſt, 
to which he muſt return,and then his hononr 
ſhall be laid in the duſt with him. 

Enq. Well,but hear, theſe people ſay that 
they .are moved of the: Lord to do thisg and the 
ether : aud that they are ſent of Goa to publiſh 


kistruth.;z now: if this were rrue,they ſhould 


turn many from thir wickedn:ſs, ſhould thiy 


wat ? 


Reſ. The truth they muſt acknowledpe, 

Whcther they, . before whom. it. is acknow- 
ledged can bear ir or no,the which truth hach 

been ofcen reje&ed by ſuch as reſiſt the holy 
Ghloſt; by che wh ch cheſe people have been 
of:en moved io declare unto the Sons of A- 
adam their fin, and co (hew them their tranſ- 
creſſion, and toexhorc themeo repentance 
and to amendment of life, *and many have 
been rurned from darkneſs to Light, from 
the power of Satin unto God, by thoſe a- 
mong thein, that were. ſen: to. publ.(h his 
truch, and ro preach his everl:Ning Goſpel 
unco the Spiritsi0 Priſon; yea,thoutands are 
converted, and turned from iniquity, and 
Wickedaeſs,and ire brought to ſerve God in 
PITY 


purity: and holineſs inhis own Temple, and , 
rþcrefore they have not run as uncerta'nly 
( or without ſending ) neither have they 
fought as one that bexterh the air,for they 
who are turned from: wickedneſs, by them 
are the ſeal of cheir Apoſtlefhip in the Lord, 
Erq. 1t is ſaid that they permit women to 
ſp akorpropheſie among them ; 15 not that ex« 
pr-ſly againſt the Scripture ? for ' ard not Paul 
ſay,that he would not permit awoy,auto [peak 
in the Church ; and where ds they teas of any 
women tnthe New Teſtament that propneſied ? 
Ref. For women to propheſie(upon whom 
the Spirit of the Lord is poured out) is not 
expreſly ageinſt the Scripture, buc a fulfilling 
of che Scripture,for-the Scrip:ure ſaith, that 
ic ſhall come to paſsafrerward, that 1{ the 
Lord) willpour out my Spirit upon a'!lfleſh, 
and your Sons and- your Dau;hters ſhall 
Propheſiez nox the fulfilling of this, theſe 
people do witneſs + who wiil not permita 
Woman ( upon whom the Spiritof the Lord 
1s not poured out ) to ſpeak in che Church ; 
but notwithſtandiog every Siſter in.Chriſt 
upon whom th2 Spirit of the [ord is poured 
out(«ho by thr ſpirit is moved to Propheſie) 
they forbid nor, for the ſame P aw! chart did 


nat permjta Woman to ſpeak inche-Charch, 
be wrots-unto the Church thac they ſhould 


not 


Cop 
not quench the Spirit, nor deſpiſe Propheſie ; 
neither do we read that tie; nor none of his 
Company did forbid Philips daughters to 
propheſie, ( As 21.8,9. ) who were Vir- 
Sins, and four in number, upon whom the 
Spirit of the Lord was poured out; and who 
will fay that he wouid have quenched the 
Spirit in Phebe, if ſhe had been moved by it 
co Prophiecſie in that Church of which ſhe was 
a Servant z .and the Spirit of the Lord theſe 
people will noc limit in Male, or Female, who 
areone inChriſt, AED 
Enq. bat charity bath theſe People ? will 
they relieve the Fatherleſs and widdow, &5-c ? 
Reſ. They have that charity which ſuffe- | 
reth long, Which 1s kind and envieth nor, 
which vaunteth not it ſelf, nor is puffed up, 
they have that charity which rejoyceth nor in 
iniquity, but inthe Truth, which beareth all 
things, hopeth allthings,endurech all things; 
yea the Charity which they have will never 
fail : and therefore are they fo charitable to 
the Fatherlefs and Widdows, whom they re- 
lieve within their Gates; if they be naked 
they cloath them, if they be hungry theyfeed 
. them, ifthey be deſtitute of Lodging, they 
take them in : bat diſcreetly they doir, and 
with much wiſdom, leaſt any ſhould depend 
vpon it,andlive in idleneſs: aad this they do, 
I, eſpecially 
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eſpecially. to them { the houſhold of Fai:h, 
who cannot Work,nor have not of their own 
wherewich,co ſubſiſt,ſuch they Relieve, thar 
ſo there need beno B:gpar in 1/rael. 

Enq. Accoradsng to the words in thy Anſwer 
t0 my frſt- Propoſation, ſo 1 find it that in few 
words my firſt demand could not be anſwered, 
but afterWards it would be wore (nlly; Truly 
1 may ſay to thee as Agrippa./aid to Paul, that 
he almoſt perſwaced him to be a Chriſtian, 
even ſo thou ( by thy ſober and plain 4nſwers ) 
haſt almoſt perſwaaed me to be one of the{epeg- 
ple, fer verily T have long defired to be ſaitsfied 


in thoſe things wherein thou haſt kiraly reſot- 


ved me, like a Friend that defireth my eternal 
feliciry, axa for the furgre Thope not to enter- 
tain every unſavory report of them as ſome do, 
but rather to withſtand falſe Reporters, for 
now 1 have Wherewith t0 anſwer them. - 

Re/. I am glad that thou art ſo well ſati{- 
fied and reſolved,for that was the main thing 
that I aimed at (excepting the glory of God, 
and the clearings of theſe Peoples innocence) 
from the very beginning, for when ] wiſhed 
thee to havepatiencealittle,then I told thee 


. that by the Lords afliſtznce I ſhould endea» 


vour to inform thee rightly, and ro teſolve 
thee fully fe far 8s] was 8loued of God. 
And now feng that it is Cotte to this iſſue, 
ler 
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let me perſwade the ro waitupon the Lord 
in his pure Light, which now in ſome mea- 
ſore doth convince | thee of his precious 
Truth, in which theſe people do walk, and 
be not cooforward incontending for them, 
until thog be one. with them in the life and 
power of Truth, and then thou wilt be as 
able to anſwer their Oppoſers,asI have been 
(by the Lords :ſliſtance) ro anſwer thy Od- 
je&ions. : 

Enq. For my own particular T find much 
more contentment in my ſelf than 1 did, and aw 
for the preſent as an empty ve(ſ:l( as touching 
Objettions againſt theſe people ) yet 1 know the 
ſnbtilty of Satan i great, who may yet poſſeſs 
me with doubts and fears, and bring Objettions 
into my mind when thou art not with me to an- 
ſmer thim, and to refolve me, thertfore I in- 
creat thee to tell mewhat I ſhould do in ſuch a 
 canſe? 

Reſ. Thy chiefeſt remedy in ſuch a cauſe is, 
to ſtand ill in the Lighe which ſh: weth thee 
the ſubtilry of Satants begreat; and ent:r 
notinto conſultations with fleſh and blood, 
for that is the way to Jet in doubts and fears, 
and the ſame that letteth thee in,will bring. 
ObjeQions into thy mind,and take Excepti- 
-ons againſt the Truth, and 2g unſt them thac 
are init ; but all theſe thou muſt juJpe _ 
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| with the light, and ler chem be made thy 


foot-ſtoo], then will chat ſpark of love in 
thee. (which is rowards the cruth) become a 
flame, which many Waters willnot be able 
to quench.; and when things ariſeth in thy 
mind which thou art not c'ear in, neither can 
comprehend, cumber not thy wits with 
them, but dwell low in the Creſstothy will, 
and then the aſpiring mind ( from which fri- 
vilous ObjeRions doth ariſe ) will come to 
be kept under the judgement,and then a prin-- 
ciple of life thou wilt feel, which will chraſh 
and hew downthy luſts, corrupt deſires, and 
inordinate affeions ;. and as theſe cometo 
be mortified in thee, ſo wilt thou come to be 
brought into unity with the Lords people, 
and to liedown with them in their Fathers 
boſom of love, where ( 1 hope ) thou mayf& 
atany time find me,in the generalaſſembly cf 
theRanſomed ones of the Lorq,where Hala= 
o- is ſung to the mo High without cea- 
ing. 


po——— 


THE END: 
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Something Written after. 


Ultitudes of Objeltions may ariſe 
out of that mind againſt the Truth, 
& which cannot cloſe with the Truth, 
© '( fowit,) the carnal mind, inwhich 
an irrecoileable enzu'y loageth againſt the 
Wayes of God,the r7orſbipef Ged,the Þ ghteanſ- 
eſs of God, and againſt the Truth of Ged; in 
which theſe People are eſtabliſhed, ſo that no» 
thing Can ſatufie that anſatiable Mind but 
death and d:ſt}uftion, for I know if many Vo 
lums wire writ (more than are ) in explanati- 
02,41d Vindication of the Truth, yet notwith- 
ſtanding this buſie wind would caſt blemiſhes 
#pon the Truth thriugh its defaming, ſcanaa- 
lizing, and reproaching of it, whereby their 
' 4144s cemis to be blinded; in-whom death 
reugns, ſo that they behold no beaftt y nor comeli» 
zeſs gin the pure everlaſting Truth, being ſwur- 
prized with jealonfies, donbts, and fears cor 


LO 
__ ; 
v9w won 


Ire anmonne 
Er es re ens ee eee enes. 
Orr is tn "PEEL 
"IF 


AY ;þ Ys 4 or! - 


| ariſe 
Frath, 
ruth, 
which 
oft the 
1eauſ- 
6d, in 
14at 10» 
ud but 
ny Fo- 
Linati- 
twith- 
miſues 
canda- 
y their 

death 
:omets* 
1g [wr 


Ys Con” 


er m1ng 


, : { 


-_BOSFECREPT.. 
terning the Immnt ability the eternal excelien: 
&y of the eternal tr#kb of God, whichto us that 
believe 15 exceeding precions,and beamty,glory, 
and maje (t 7 we brhold in it, which deth as far . 
exreed the Worlds beauty and glory,as the light 
of the $ un exceeds the light of one Star, ws all 
things below it to u5 that are ſaved, are but as 
aroſs and dung in compariſon of the eternal 
living truth of God, the excellency of which 
hath not been known by the Apoſt ates, who have 
been Apoſtatized ( oreftranged from that of 
Ged in them ) fence the dayes of the Apoſtacy. 
But ri);yce O ye Saints, andbe exceeding 
glad, Who are come ont of that long, dark, and 
aol: ſome Night of Apoſtacy,( where you were 
well acquainted With ſorrow and grief ) unto 
the everlaſting day of jny and gladneſs, where 
ſorrow and ſighing ts fled away ;, rejoyce I ſay 
with joy unſpeckable, for the Lord Gods your 
Shepheard,and you ſhall not want, but with the 
fineſt of the Wheat you ſhall be fed, in Paſtures 
which are green and large, where your Souls 
may delight themſelves 5n fatneſs. . And know 
this my Friends, that the Lord God will wipe 
away your reproach, and ſweep away the refuge 
of Lies under which your enemies ( who have 
mittens you with the fiſt of Wickedneſs ) have 
with falſehood hid themſelves, but their Rod 
Yu Oe ny Jour Lo, anon 


<= was che? 
% 


« Re 
+3 


6 
POSTSCRIPT; : 

Jaail you alwayes be 4 Prey wnto them, for the! 
Lora: God will deliver. you out of the hand; 
of theſe that affi;& you,'\ana Kings and Prin... 
ces be Will rebuke for your ſakes, w ereforg be.of 

. goodCthear inthe Lord, he that fuall come , will 
ceme,and will not tarry, | 0 


